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devl, with their names, and on the reverse a goddess with the
marginal legend, Licchavayah, (t the Licchavis," in the nomina-
tive plural. We know from the inscriptions that Kumara-
devl was a princess of the famous Licchavi clan of Tirhut,
often mentioned in early Buddhist legend, and that her son,
the great conqueror, Samudra-gupta, was proud of his Licchavi
descent. The coins, on the face of them, appear to have been
struck by Ghandra-gupta I, and the reverse legend, in the
nominative plural, may be interpreted as meaning that they
were issued under the joint authority of Ohandra-gupta and
his consort's clan. It may be assumed as probable that the
Licchavi alliance was the foundation of the power of Chandra-
gupta, That view, maintained in my publications of various
dates, has been generally accepted.

But Mr. Allan holds that the Gupta coinage began rather
late in the reign of Samudra-gupta, who struck the pieces
in question to commemorate the marriage of his parents.
Mr. Allan accordingly catalogues these coins ("King and
Queen " type of my nomenclature) under the name of Samudra-
gupta. He bases his opinion on the observations that these
King and Queen coins are rather more removed from the
northern Kushln type than are the Standard (alias " Javelin"
or " Spearman") type coins of Samudra-gupta, and that the
fabric closely resembles that of many pieces issued by that
prinee. I confess that the arguments are not convincing to
my mind. If Samudra-gupta did not issue any coinage until
"a comparatively late period" in his reign, it would be odd
conduct for him then to commemorate the marriage of his
parents by the issue of coins recording their names3 but not
making the faintest allusion to himself. There is no difficulty
in admitting the similarity of fabric between his coins and
those of his father a few years earlier in date. In my opinion
the "King and Queen " coins were struck by Ohandra-gupta I,
as they profess to have been.

I am not satisfied that the name Pura really occurs on
Dr. Hoey's coin (PI. xxL 23). I have examined the piece.

I am inclined to accept the real existence of a Ohandra-
gupta III and a Ghatotkacha-Ghipta, about 500 A.D. (p. liv).

Mr. Allan convincingly justifies the reading Chandraditya
on certain late coins. The title, pronounced by Hoernle to
be "an impossible Sanskrit compound," actually occurs in
three inscriptions and in the EatJiasaritsagara (p. Ixi).

The discovery that most of the longer legends on the Gupta
coins are in sundry Sanskrit metres* the most common being
the Upagiti variety of the Arya, is important and fully estab-
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